
 

 

Morning Prayer 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 16, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

5958 MAIN STREET. TRUMBULL, CT 06611 

Parish Phone:  (203) 268-2809  

      Email:  office@gracetrumbull.org  •  Website:  www.gracetrumbull.org    

 

mailto:grace.church@snet.net
http://www.gracetrumbull.org/


Morning Prayer for Proper 15 
  

Opening Sentence 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Phillipians 1:2 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

V: Lord, open our lips. 

R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 

The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

Psalm 118 Confitemini Domino 

1   Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 
2   Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 
3   Let the house of Aaron now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 
4   Let those who fear the LORD now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 
5   I called to the LORD in my distress; * 

the LORD answered by setting me free. 
6   The LORD is at my side, therefore I will not fear; * 

what can anyone do to me? 
7   The LORD is at my side to help me; * 

I will triumph over those who hate me. 
8   It is better to rely on the LORD * 

than to put any trust in flesh. 
9   It is better to rely on the LORD * 

than to put any trust in rulers. 
10   All the ungodly encompass me; * 

in the Name of the LORD I will repel them. 
11   They hem me in, they hem me in on every side; * 

in the name of the LORD I will repel them. 
12   They swarm about me like bees; they blaze like a fire of thorns; * 

in the name of the LORD I will repel them. 
13   I was pressed so hard that I almost fell, * 

but the LORD came to my help. 
14   The LORD is my strength and my song, * 

and he has become my salvation. 
15   There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

in the tents of the righteous: 
16   The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 

the right hand of the LORD is exalted! the right hand of the LORD has triumphed! 
17   I shall not die, but live, * 

and declare the works of the LORD. 
18   The LORD has punished me sorely, * 



but he did not hand me over to death. 
19   Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
20   This is the gate of the LORD; * 

he who is righteous may enter. 
21   I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. 
22   The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
23   This is the LORD'S doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24   On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25   Hosanna, LORD, hosanna! * 

LORD, send us now success. 
26   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 

we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27   God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; * 

form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
28   You are my God, and I will thank you; * 

you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29   Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
Old Testament:   

Genesis 45:1-15  

1Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, ‘Send 

everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 

brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 

it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer 

him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, ‘I am your brother 

Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you 

sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two 

years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. 7God sent me 

before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was 

not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 

ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son 



Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land 

of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your 

flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of 

famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” 12And 

now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You 

must tell my father how greatly I am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my 

father down here.’ 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon 

his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

Here ends the Reading. 

Psalm: 
Psalm 133  

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

       when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

       that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

       and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

       that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 

       life for evermore. 

Epistle: 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 29For 

the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 

received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 

mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so 

that he may be merciful to all. 

Here ends the Reading. 

You are God Te Deum laudamus 

You are God: we praise you; 

You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 

You are the eternal Father: 

All creation worships you. 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 

Father, of majesty unbounded, 

your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the king of glory, 

the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free 

you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 

You overcame the sting of death 

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 

We believe that you will come and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 

bought with the price of your own blood, 

and bring us with your saints 

to glory everlasting. 

Gospel: 
Matthew 15: 10-20, 21-28 

10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: 11it is not what goes into the 

mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ 12Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you 

said?’ 13He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 

pit.’ 15But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 16Then he said, ‘Are you also still without 

understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into 

the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out 

of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are 

what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.’ 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman 

from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

tormented by a demon.’ 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 

‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.’ 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26He answered, ‘It is not fair 

to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 



crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 28Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it 

be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

A Reflection 

 

What’s Wrong? 

Pentecost 15 (A) 

[RCL]: Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 
 

Ken Kesselus 

Do you remember the children’s puzzle game called What’s Wrong with This Picture? Hearing the odd 

confrontation between Jesus and the woman in today’s gospel reading might well provoke us to ask, 

“What’s wrong with this picture?” 

Jesus and his disciples went into a Gentile region near Galilee when a foreign woman asked him to heal 

her daughter, but he flat-out ignored her. He would not even acknowledge the request. What’s wrong with 

this picture? 

The woman continued; she kept shouting after Jesus and the disciples. Finally, he announced that he had 

been sent only to the Jews – not Gentiles like her. He dismissed her. What’s wrong with this picture? 

But the woman would not give up. She knelt before him and pleaded, “Lord help me.” His answer? “It is 

not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” He practically calls her a dog. What’s wrong 

with this picture? 

Still, with courage and desperation, she persisted. “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” Finally, the picture begins to make sense. Jesus commended her and affirmed 

her as a beloved child of God. “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly.  

Can there be any question that this is a difficult story – a picture that simply does not seem right – as we 

witness Jesus, on the surface at least, acting in an arbitrary, harsh, and unloving manner?  

For centuries, many attempts have struggled to make sense of it. One holds that the Greek word Jesus 

used for “dog” really means “puppy.” Another suggests that it was all a test, that Jesus treated the woman 

harshly in order to test his disciples’ understanding of God. Or, perhaps because he wanted to test the 

humility and faith of the Gentile woman. Or maybe he was saying to the woman, “My disciples regard 

Gentiles as dogs. Now what do you and I have to say about that?” Possibly other theories provide 

acceptable answers to why we are bound to ask, “What’s wrong with this picture?”  

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/author/warren-swenson


Maybe – just maybe – the following suggestion will help, or at least be worthy of consideration. It is 

conceivable that this is a story that comes from an early time in Jesus’ ministry and demonstrates a stage 

of growth in the development of his understanding of God’s universal values. Imagine that this story is 

literally true as told – that there is no hidden meaning, no symbolic understanding, no false reporting of 

the encounter between the woman and Jesus. Imagine that what Jesus said and did in this story reflects 

exactly what he believed – at the time. 

Let us not forget that Jesus was reared in the first century as a Jew and that he lived his early life only 

among Jews and that he spent almost all of his ministry among Jews – the children of Israel. His training 

was Jewish. His bible was what we call the Old Testament. He absorbed a faith that, perhaps from a 

sense of self-preservation –considered Gentiles as other, and often as repulsive, unclean, taboo. 

So, let us imagine that at the beginning of this encounter, Jesus was stuck in such a mindset. And then, 

he came to a place where Gentiles lived. There, he encountered this persistent woman. If he had not had 

time to think much about Gentiles, this would have been his first chance to re-think commonly accepted 

views about Gentiles. 

As he thought it through, he kept his silence at first, not knowing exactly how to respond to the person 

confronting him. Imagine him praying about what he should do – about what God intended for him in this 

emotion-filled moment. Imagine him wondering how he could deny her request for healing her daughter. 

But, at the same time, how could he fail to follow the traditional teachings? How could he even begin to 

concentrate on the needs of the Gentile world and still have time to complete his primary ministry among 

the Jews and reach Jerusalem – where his destiny lay? So, he said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.” 

But when she persisted all the more, as he tried to escape the grasp of her need, his frustration with his 

dilemma poured out: “It is not fair to take the children’s food and give it to the dogs.”  

But also imagine his love pouring out when she countered, “At least give me a crumb, like a dog under the 

dinner table.” Let us imagine how her words seemed like a mirror held up in front of common 

understanding. And let us imagine her words cutting to the heart of Jesus’ compassion and his faith. Now, 

he realizes that standing before him was a Gentile whose faith and desire for God’s healing exceeded that 

of so many others. 

So, he was changed. Putting his greater mission aside for the moment, he realized, “Woman, great is your 

faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed.  

If we can follow this interpretation, we will see Jesus the man wrestling with his understanding of how to 

be the human face of God. We will see that he experienced growth in faith and understanding, that he 

gained a new insight about the God-given preciousness of all people – Jews and Gentile alike. 

Though he had to continue the main thrust of his work among the Jews, the door was now open for 

ministry to and acceptance of Gentiles, as well. This major change – this renewal – this revolution in the 

accustomed way of religious thinking of his day came to him because of his internal struggle presented by 



the challenging power of a truth-telling foreigner. If this interpretation can lead us to a more wholesome 

truth, we will see today’s Gospel story as the foundation for the early Church as it moved beyond its 

Palestinian, Jewish roots. 

Regardless of how anyone might view this interpretation of the strange encounter between Jesus and a 

foreign woman, the universal lesson of the early Church rings through the centuries to us. Their first inner 

struggle led to their transformation from being a regional sect of Judaism into a universal religion for all 

people. This revolution in thinking and experience is part of the legacy of those who began to spread the 

Good News of God in Christ throughout the world. 

Their transformation reflects challenges of inner struggles faced by every succeeding generation of 

Christians. Their transformation, their God-provoked re-imagining of a long-held, commonly practiced 

belief can mirror and inform the struggles of ourselves and our culture in this excruciatingly troublesome 

year. 

Of course, understanding Jesus’ experience as told in today’s Gospel reading is essential for our spiritual, 

emotional, and cultural health in the current difficult environment. Amid a global pandemic, Americans 

face a foundational and formational struggle over racial inequality, objections to that view, and other 

strong opinions and beliefs. Must we not ask about the current conflicts, “What’s wrong with this picture?” 

To correct the picture, we can learn, as always, from Jesus. In his encounter with the Gentile woman, he 

remained silent at first, letting her talk. Isn’t this a model for listening to people who are not like us? Can 

we not learn from the encounter related in today’s Gospel reading, that listening to the stories of others 

unlike us, engaging in courageous conversations, adopting open-mindedness, practicing tolerance, and 

living in mutual respect can lead to a better sense of loving community? We know what others may not – 

that no one is a “dog” and that everyone – everyone – is a beloved child of God, deserving of God’s grace 

found in Jesus. Episcopalians need only follow the Baptismal Covenant. Others may look to the 

extraordinary example of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

What is wrong with the picture of today’s America awaits a correction by us as the followers of Jesus and 

the descendants of the first Christians who committed themselves to fully reflecting the love of God. 

The Rev. Ken Kesselus, author of John E. Hines: Granite on Fire (Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, 1995), is retired from full-time, active 

ministry and lives with his wife, Toni, in his native home, Bastrop, Texas. 

 

 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

The Prayers 

V: The Lord be with you. 

R: And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R. Govern them and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your name for ever. 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 

V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly 

life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed 

steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: 

Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your 

favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 

come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our 

hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of 

your Name. Amen. 



Here may be sung a hymn. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. The New Revised Standard 
Version Bible may be quoted and/or reprinted up to and inclusive of five hundred (500) verses without express written 
permission of the publisher, provided the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible or account for fifty 
percent (50%) of the total work in which they are quoted. 

 


