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THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn: Crown him with many crowns (Hymnal #494)
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Leader
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Hymn of Praise Pascha Nostrum
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he dies, he dies to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22
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The Collect of the Day
Leader
People
Leader

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us
comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to
that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

A Collect for Thanksgiving for Heroic Service
O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the
men and women of our country who in the day of decision ventured
much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest until all
the people of this land share the benefits of true freedom and gladly
accept its disciplines. This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The First Reading
Reader

Acts 1:6-14

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Exsurgat Deus

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
let those who hate him flee before him.

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *
let them also be merry and joyful.
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
God in his holy habitation!
6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, *
when you marched through the wilderness,
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *
you refreshed the land when it was weary.
10 Your people found their home in it; *
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
sing praises to the Lord.
34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
35 Ascribe power to God; *
his majesty is over Israel;
his strength is in the skies.
36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! *
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!
Blessed be God!
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The Epistle
Reader

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
A reading from the First Letter of Peter.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are
sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory
is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves,
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers
and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the
power forever and ever. Amen.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
Reader

John 17:1-11
A reading from the Gospel of John.

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they
have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of
the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

6

A Reflection

The Rev. Dr. Paul Jacobson
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus looks up to heaven and prays, I am asking on their behalf. Jesus
prays for others. Jesus prays for us.
Let’s take a moment and remember where we are. It is Maundy Thursday; we’re in the
Upper Room. Jesus has washed his disciples’ feet, foreseen Judas’s betrayal, predicted Peter’s
denial, promised his disciples the Holy Spirit, and taught them as if time is running out.
Because it is.
In the final moments before his arrest, Jesus looks toward heaven and prays. Scholars
call this section of John “the High Priestly Prayer.” But that makes all that follows something
extraordinary; inaccessible to us.
Instead, I think we should call it “Jesus’ prayer for his friends before he leaves them.”
What might it mean that the same Jesus who fed the hungry and raised the dead, spends his
last moments with his friends in supplication to God for them; for us?
In his beautiful book entitled, Tokens of Trust, the 104th Archbishop of Canterbury,
Rowan Williams, describes the strangeness and wonder of this Jesus who prays.
“Yes, Jesus is a human being in whom God’s action is at work without interruption or
impediment. But wait a moment: the Jesus we meet in the Gospels is someone who prays, who
speaks of putting his will and his decisions at the service of his Father. He is someone who is
in a relationship of dependence on the one he prays to as Father. In him there is divine purpose,
power, and action; but there is also humility, responsiveness, and receptivity.”1
Debie Thomas suggests this imagining, as Jesus says, “I ask,” it’s as if he says, “I don’t
know what you will do with my asking. I don’t know how or when or if you will answer this
prayer. I can’t force your hand. But I am staking my life and the lives of my loved ones on your
goodness, because there’s literally nothing more I can do on my own. I have come to the end of
what this aching love of mine can hold and guard and save. I ask.”2 Humility, responsiveness
and receptivity.
Jesus prays us into God’s love and God’s promise that we will never, ever, be
abandoned. This is one of the first great rays of light that struggling alcoholics and addicts see
when they go to a 12-Step meeting. Almost always, there is a sign that says: “You are not
alone.”
So, how do we approach prayer? How do we pray? When I was a child, I was taught:
“fold your hands and bow your head.” I suspect this is true of most of you as well. Oh, and
“close your eyes.” This posture made it possible for a wriggling youngster to calm down

1
2

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust: An Introduction to Christian Belief (2010).
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/lectionary-essays/current-essay?id=2229
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(slightly) and focus on the task at hand. The visual model was, of course, the famous drawing
of Praying Hands.
The habit pictured in Praying Hands probably comes from Northern Europe in the
Middle Ages, when you swore allegiance to someone by folding your hands together, placing
them between the hands of the person with power.
But is this the only way, the proper way, to pray? In the Bible, we find a range of prayer
postures: bowing, kneeling, standing, lying prostrate, hands turned upwards, hands raised,
eyes down and eyes up.
Now, let me be clear, my dear sisters and brothers, I have no desire to tell you that what
you’ve been doing your whole life is wrong. Far from it. We all pray in the ways that suit us. I
am, however, inviting you to think more deeply about the connection between what’s in your
heart and in your body.
Just as there are different postures of prayer, there are different kinds of prayer. If
you’re interested, check out The Catechism on p. 856 of the Book of Common Prayer. They
include adoration, praise, thanksgiving, penitence, oblation, intercession and petition. All
seven forms have some part of our gathering every Sunday.
For some of us, prayer is mostly about asking for stuff. For something to happen, or not
to happen. Philippians 4:6 says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”
I grew up thinking of a God who was rather more like Santa Claus. If I asked for
something (oh, yeah, and had been good), it would arrive…eventually. As I got older, I saw
that much of what I prayed for didn’t happen. And that’s distressing. When I asked why,
pious people in my life had one of two answers: 1) you didn’t pray right, or hard enough, or 2)
sometimes God’s answer is no.
Well, that’s hard to hear, isn’t it? Here I am, praying like crazy, and now maybe I
haven’t been praying hard enough? One sliver of wisdom that I’ve gleaned from other people
in my life is that, perhaps I was less praying, and more, well, trying to strike a deal. A sort of
“if you…then I” sort of thing. To exaggerate, “Dear God, I really want thing XYZ. And, please,
this brand, this color, and by Wednesday. Oh, and here’s a coupon to make it easier.” Silly,
perhaps, but you take my meaning.
I have often said to you that God’s peace could not be pursued or grasped, but must be
received; received with open, empty hands. I think that prayer is similar.
Sometimes the body can the key to the heart. Imagine with me a time of prayer. A time
when you’re anxious or fearful, something we are all too familiar with, in this time of
pandemic. Imagine that your calmly folded hands evolve into clenched hands (it’s a kind of
fist, right), your breathing is shorter, and all of your energy is focused in your tight hands, or
in that scratchy burning feeling in your chest. You feel stuck.
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Remembering, again, that there is no right or wrong, there are just different modes…
Take a deep, slow breath, unclench your fingers and slowly open your hands so that your
palms face up. Then, offer the prayer and not the results. As you do this, notice what happens,
both in your body and in your prayer. This is but one way to open yourself to God and the
working of the Holy Spirit.
So, then, what do we pray for? The Bible often seems like stories about people living
such a long time ago that we wonder what they have to say to us today. But sometimes –
especially in John’s Gospel – there are little doors that open up to invite us into the story itself;
to be active participants in the ongoing drama of God’s love for all the world.
Today we have one such door, as we hear Jesus on the last night of his life, praying to
God, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.
That they may be one. Earlier in John’s Gospel, Jesus commands his disciples to love one
another so that “everyone will know” that they are his followers. On the night before his
death, Jesus sets out this loving unity as the litmus test of Christian witness. Remember the
refrain from a song from the 1960s? And they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
Our love for each other is how the world will see, hear, touch, and find Jesus. It’s
through our unity that we will be the body of Christ, living out an example of love in the
world, making the Good News plausible, maybe even possible in a broken and hurting world.
But it’s a choice, right? Last week I spoke to you about what we can learn about God
and each other in the created order. We can (and often do) see Creation as a thing to possess.
For me.
The Jesus who prays to God to protect us “that they may be one” would have us make
another choice, to share with each other the gifts of God: the gift of Creation, the gift of love,
and all the other gifts so freely given.
So, my friends, with faith that we are never alone, pray with open hearts, ask with open
hands. Pray that we may learn to love, and learn to live in love. Ask with humility,
responsiveness and receptivity. Like Jesus, ask God that, through us, the whole world may see
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown
old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him
through whom all things were made, Jesus Christ our Lord.3
And let the people say, Amen.

3

BCP, 280.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

10

The Prayers of the People
Grace’s Parish Prayer Cycle
Ann Germano.
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, New Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St.
James, New London.
Environmental ministry networks, eco-justice work; community gardens.
Anglican Cycle of Prayer
Pray for all members of the Anglican Communion around the world.

Prayers for the Nation
The Leader and the People pray responsively.

Almighty God, giver of all good things: we thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of
this land. They restore us, though we often destroy them.
Heal us.
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often
exploit them.
Forgive us.
We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong. They are models
for us, though we often fall short of them.
Inspire us.
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from
every nation, though we have often hidden from its light.
Enlighten us.
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though
we have been faithless again and again.
Renew us.
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out
ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our
people, with many voices in one united chorus, will glorify your holy Name.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer feel free to use whatever version you prefer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
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Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Leader
People
Leader
People

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
Amen.

Hymn: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord (Hymnal #178)

MISCELLANEOUS PRAYERS
A Collect for Memorial Day
O God, we ask your strength, that we might dedicate ourselves to perfecting your kingdom of
peace and justice among nations. Let us give thanks for the many blessings of freedom which
we possess, purchased at the cost of many lives and sacrifices. Fill us with courage to fulfill
our tasks and in no way break faith with the fallen. We commend these fallen to your mercy
and ask that you give them eternal rest. This we ask and pray in your name. Amen.
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A Collect for Sundays
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
For Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we,
surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for
all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
For those who face great uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all
who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal
of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you.
Adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 765
A Collect in Times of Pandemic
Grant we beseech thee, merciful Lord, help and deliverance unto us, who are visited with
grievous sickness and mortality. Sanctify to us this our sore distress, and prosper with thy
continual blessing those who labor to devise for mankind protection against disease and pain;
through him who both healed and hallowed pain, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Proposed Prayer Book 1928 (Church of England)
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For the Victims of Addiction
O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion upon all who
through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your
unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work of
their recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering
love. Amen.
A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
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