Jesus the Good Shepherd
Mosaic in the Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Ravenna, Italy, ca. 425
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THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn: The King of love my shepherd is (Hymnal #645)

Leader
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Hymn of Praise Pascha Nostrum
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he dies, he dies to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

The Collect of the Day
Leader
People
Leader

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading
Reader

Acts 2:42-47

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
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Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Dominus regit me

Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
The Epistle
Reader

1 Peter 2:19-25
A reading from the First Letter of Peter.

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel
Reader

John 10:1-10
A reading from the Gospel of John.

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At the Catacomb of Priscilla, Rome
Fresco, between late 2nd and early 3rd century

A Reflection

The Rev. Dr. Paul Jacobson
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Today is widely known as Good Shepherd Sunday. The image of the Good Shepherd,
examples of which are printed in today’s service bulletin, is one of the earliest
symbolic representations of Christ found in early Christian art. In the centuries before
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Christian imagery could be made explicit, early Christians adapted the pagan image of a
young man bearing a lamb on his shoulders as a symbol of Jesus the Good Shepherd. It is an
image that remains familiar, and loved, today.
Today’s Gospel passage comes immediately after the story of the man born blind that
we heard back on the Fourth Sunday in Lent. A lot of the fuss in that story was Jesus (and John
the Evangelist as well) drawing lines around who was a good Jew and who wasn’t. You
remember that the blind man’s parents were afraid of coming up against the religious
authorities – and the man himself was tossed out of the Synagogue community.
At the end of that account, Jesus began to teach about spiritual blindness, bringing us to
today’s passage on shepherds, sheep, sheepfolds, gates, creepy strangers, gatekeepers…the
images seem to tumble over themselves.
I was raised in a tradition that tended to read this chapter of John as being all about
who is “in” and who is “out" when it comes to God. It served as a handy prooftext that Jesus
wouldn’t love (or save) people who didn’t look, act, think, believe, pray, love, or worship in
the same ways my home flock did.
There is a certain security in this “us and them” view of God, that there’s only so much
grace to go around, and if they get some, there’s less for us. As I say it out loud, it just sounds
silly, but that’s how many of us still think about God and grace. And, if we pay attention to the
last verse of the section, we can that it’s just downright wrong. Jesus said, “I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly.” Abundantly!
If we take Jesus at his word, this passage isn’t about the scarcity of grace at all. It’s
not about a God who is stingy. It’s not about the self-protective walls we construct and
behind which we hide. The image of Jesus the Good Shepherd is, instead, about the
bounteousness of grace, the generosity of God’s provision and protection. Recall the
paraphrase of Psalm 23 that we sang earlier:
Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!1
Because Jesus is the gate, (and remember, gatekeeping is not our job!); because
Jesus is the gate, we will come in and go out and find pasture, even in a world where thieves,
bandits and viruses prowl. Jesus is the gate that opens to us the possibilities of pasture,
nourishment, protection and rest, even in the valley of the shadow of death, where the
shepherd’s rod and staff are not only comfort, but protection.
The biggest risk comes from the sheep themselves – they (we) are apt to wander
off, each to its own way. God promises to sustain us, but sometimes it’s hard for us to
believe in God’s abundance. Instead, we are constantly scouting for greener pastures,
1

The King of Love my shepherd is, Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877).
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imagining that we do not have enough by God’s hand. “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love” writes Robert Robinson (1735-1790) in his hymn that names
God the “Fount of every blessing.”
There are also dangers inside the sheepfold. Even in our place of shelter and rest,
thieves may come in to steal and kill and destroy. Some slip over the walls and whisper to us
that our Easter hope is misguided, that we truly are following blindly, that death, after all, will
have the final word. Other voices call to us from outside, telling us that our shelter is a prison
and that we’d do better to leave behind our false sense of security.
Then, sometimes, our own wandering hearts tempt us in the same way, giving us false
hope that there’s an easier path to life with God, without all the work and uncertainty of
transformation by the grace of God.
Some of you may remember a famous Monty Python sketch about sheep.2 A visitor to
the farm is shocked to see sheep up in the trees – nesting, the farmer tells him. The sheep are
also trying, unsuccessfully, to fly, convinced by a sheep named Harold that they are, in fact,
birds. The farmer explains that Harold is “that most dangerous of all animals: the clever
sheep.”
Perhaps we, too, are trying to be too clever. Wouldn’t it be easier if we could just take
wing? If our human natures were merely an illusion, waiting to be cast off? If we didn’t need
to be patient followers, trusting beyond our immediate desires? If we didn’t need to suffer the
indignities of our limitations? If we weren’t called to ease the sufferings of our neighbors?
Wouldn’t it be easier if our shepherd and savior didn’t first have to suffer death upon the
cross, before he entered into heaven?
In the eyes of the world, we seem foolish to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. A thousand
competing voices call to us that we should look for escape instead of sacrifice, should seek an
easier bliss than the peace of God, should search for our own greener pastures and leave the
rest of the flock behind. Christ crucified is still a stumbling block, still foolishness to many.
Why would we worship a God who became like us, who died as one of the lambs?
But Jesus doesn’t call us to become something different; he calls us to grow into who we
truly are. The Good Shepherd doesn’t round up the sheep with a whistle, or herd them with
whips and prods and dogs. The Good Shepherd calls the sheep by name.
Our only wisdom is to know our shepherd’s voice. Our one skill as sheep is to listen –
to listen from that deep place in which we recognize who we truly are, and whose we truly
are. Because the Good Shepherd is the only one who calls us by our own names, our true
names, our names as beloved children of God.
On some days, it is not easy to be called sheep. But it is our blessing, our safety, our
abundance, to be sheep who are called – called each by name.

2
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The most familiar and comforting of the Psalms begins, “The Lord is my shepherd.”
The same psalm ends: “Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.”
Our prayer is this: “let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.”3
And the good news is this: whether you are faithful or lost, you will be surrounded by the love
of the good shepherd. Either the shepherd will lead you, or the shepherd will follow after you
to find you when you are astray.
And so, St. Patrick’s prayer is right:
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.4
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” Amen.
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
3

Robinson, Come, thou Fount of every blessing.
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From a long work known as St. Patrick’s Breastplate.
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

Form II

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishops Ian and Laura; for
this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed [especially___________ ],
Pray for those who have died.
Silence
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present

I ask your prayers and thanksgivings for __________ .
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Grace’s Parish Prayer Cycle
Marion Feige.
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s, Mystic; St. Michael’s, Naugatuck.
Retirement communities, especially Seabury and Armsmear; chaplains at retirement
communities.
Anglican Cycle of Prayer
The Anglican Communion in Japan (Nippon Sei Ko Kai).
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored [especially
___________ whom we remember today].
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence
Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live
by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ,
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer feel free to use whatever version you prefer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Leader
People
Leader
People

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
Amen.
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Hymn: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord (Hymnal #178)

MISCELLANEOUS PRAYERS
A Collect for Sundays
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
For Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we,
surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for
all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
For those who face great uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart;
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bring hope and courage to all
who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal
of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you.
Adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 765
A Collect in Times of Pandemic
Grant we beseech thee, merciful Lord, help and deliverance unto us, who are visited with
grievous sickness and mortality. Sanctify to us this our sore distress, and prosper with thy
continual blessing those who labor to devise for mankind protection against disease and pain;
through him who both healed and hallowed pain, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Proposed Prayer Book 1928 (Church of England)
For the Victims of Addiction
O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion upon all who
through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your
unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work of
their recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering
love. Amen.
A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
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